
Essay 1 - Model question

TASK

Your class has attended a panel discussion on what methods governments should use to discourage the use of
private cars in the centre of the city. You have made the notes below.

Methods governments could use to discourage the use of private cars in the city centre
• investment
• education 
• taxes 

Some opinions expressed in the discussion
'Make businesses pay parking levies for their employees and they'll move out of the city centre.' 
'Improve the public transport system, then people won't need their cars.'
'If people understood how much better pedestrianised ciyt centres are, they wouldn't want to bring their cars 
in.'

Write an essay for your tutor, discussing two of the methods in your notes. You should explain which 
method you think is more important for governments to consider, giving reasons to support your opinion.

You may, if you wish, make use of the opinions expressed in the discussion but you should use your own 
words as far as possible. Write your essay in 220-260 words in an appropriate style.

Agreement

-A great number of people share the view that tourism will have a negative impact on the island.

-Today there is general / widespread agreement that pollution from cars and planes is threatening the

future of our planet.

-It is now widely accepted that the universe began with the so-called ‘big bang’.

Disagreement

–Opinions differ about the proper relationship between the mass media and society.

–There is considerable disagreement among experts about the usefulness of these tests.

–There has been a great deal of controversy over abortion in the US.

 Advantages and disadvantages

-Regular exercise has many benefits, including reducing the risk of heart disease.

-Despite a few problems with the design, the car’s advantages clearly outweigh its disadvantages.

–The major drawback of this method is that it can be very time-consuming.

–The downside of running your own business is that you are responsible if anything goes wrong.

Cause

–lead to: The research could lead to a cure for many serious illnesses.

–result in: The fire resulted in damage to their property.



–be responsible for: He was responsible for the accident.

–bring about:The war brought about enormous social change.

–give rise to: Poor performance in exams can give rise to depression and even thoughts of suicide.

–contribute to: Passive smoking could contribute to the development of respiratory diseases among

nonsmokers.

–factor: Cost is often the deciding factor when choosing any product.

Effect

–impact on: His work has had an enormous impact on the study of genetics.

–influence on:  In his book, he examines the influence of the media on our society.

–affect: (v) The disease affects women more than men.

–influence: (v) She has influenced him a lot.

–implications:  The results of the study could have important implications for future educational policy.

 

Emphasizing

-I would like to stress that the research is still at an early stage.

–It should be noted that there are a number of alternative methods available.

–It is worth bearing in mind that 90% of the scientists researching herbicides in the US are employed by

  chemical companies.

-Factors such as temperature and acidity play a crucial role in determining how well the process works.

-These insects play a vital part in the food chain.

–It is essential that   the work is carried out as soon as possible.

Because

–As      / since:  As it was a hot day, they decided to leave all the windows open.  Since it is difficult to predict

how the climate will change, it is not possible to say which countries will suffer the most.

–thanks to

–due to/owing to + NOUN         

The delay was due to a problem with the ship’s engines.

–due to/owing to + THE FACT THAT + subject + verb

The men did most of the work in the fields. This was partly due to the fact that the men were stronger.
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